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PRESS RELEASE June/July 2009

GLORIOUS GARDEN SETTING FOR ART IN ACTION 

Given that the first complete work of art could be said to have been a garden, how fitting to set an arts festival in 30 acres of spreading lawns, floral walks, landscaped beds, fields and orchards. The beauty and peace will once more contribute to Art in Action, Britain’s premier showcase of the arts held annually at Waterperry House near Oxford: 16–19 July 2009.

Over 400 artists, craftspeople, practical class teachers, fine arts lecturers, musicians, dancers and performers will come together to set up in high-roofed marquees, the hall and ballroom of Waterperry House or the new amphitheatre to demonstrate their art, craftsmanship and knowledge across a dozen and more disciplines. The watching public, which in 32 years of presentation has grown from a few thousand to a regular 23,000 or more visitors, find the gardens with its lawns and shady sitting-out areas ideal for rest and refreshment in between all the sights and sounds on offer.  

The Pear Tree Teashop will serve its distinctive home cooked fare, while the main refreshment tent and other one-stop points, will offer ice cream, hot and cold drinks, pancakes, Belgian waffles, and substantial snacks. Children, rejoicing in the freedom and space, will also get a good look-in with Storytelling sessions and are likely to enjoy particularly the demonstrations of glass-blowing, weaving, beekeeping, music, dance, ironwork forging and Raku pottery firing. The programme includes a daily selection of practical classes for ages 3 years and upwards, and there are other classes for adults who also want to have a go. Meantime, shopaholics will love the packed designer-makers’ Craft Market!

The knowledgeable Friends of Waterperry will host tours of the famous gardens. The gardens staff, especially those in the Shop, which stocks a relevant array of  books including most RHS titles, and an eclectic range of tools, clothing, pots, statues and even a few water features, not to mention vibrant, mostly home-grown plants of all types and sizes, find Art in Action a roller-coaster time. Many of their lovely plants are needed to grace the demonstration marquees and Waterperry House. Water colour classes will also be using the gardens – heading to the long view vistas or grouping for detailed close-ups of particular plants or flowers. The whole setting is inspirational - as the nature-fired painters, printmakers, illustrators, calligraphers, textile demonstrators will avow. So will the Nature in Art team, most appropriately located in the heart of the Garden Centre, next door to the amphitheatre. 

When it’s all over, people go home saying they have had a field day! 

Watch a short film about Art in Action on the website: www.artinaction.org.uk
Notes for Editors

The first Art in Action took place in 1977, featuring around 50 artists. Since then it has grown significantly and is now an annual pilgrimage for anyone interested in the visual arts. Visitors can learn or buy from the 150 artists and craftsmen who recreate their studios in one of the many Art in Action marquees and demonstrate their expertise in Painting, Sculpture, Drawing and Printmaking, Ceramics, Calligraphy and Illustration, Glass, Metalwork and Jewellery, Nature in Art, Textiles, Woodwork and new for 2009, Mexican Arts. At Waterperry, visitors can also learn new creative skills at practical classes organised for children and adults, half of which will be run by some of the UK’s most prestigious art colleges including University of the Arts (Wimbledon, Chelsea, & Camberwell Colleges of Art) and the Prince’s School of Traditional Art. Following a class, enthusiasts can purchase art materials and publications to refine their skills or just “get started”. There is also the Craft Market where more than 100 designer-makers sell quality goods.

In addition, Art in Action offers fine music, performing artists and storytelling for children. There are lectures organised by NADFAS (National Association of Decorative and Fine Art Societies) in Asian Textiles, Exotic Woods and Furniture, Victorian Art and Glass and Early English Pottery. Visitors can also take a guided tour of the beautiful Waterperry gardens and the exquisite frescoes on the walls of Waterperry House that were completed in 2006 - a 10-year project. There are a wide range of refreshments: cream teas from the Pear Tree Restaurant, a good selection of wines, champagne and Pimm’s served on the lawn in front of the house and numerous organic and artisan food stalls throughout the site. Art in Action is truly a celebration of creativity as well as a great day out for families and art lovers. People come year after year – often, they say, as much for the atmosphere as for the works on show.

Art in Action has an extensive library of high resolution images

Press contact: 

Anna Arthur




artinactionpress@googlemail.com 



020 8681 7123 / 07733 221 949
Event details

Venue:

Art in Action

Waterperry House, Near Wheatley

OXFORD OX33 1JZ

Website:
www.artinaction.org.uk
Tel:

020 7381 3192

Date/time:
16-19 July 2009, open 10am-5.30pm daily

Tickets: 
Adults



£15 (Booked online £14.00)

Senior citizens



£12 (Booked online £11.00)

Concessions



£7 (Booked online £6.00)

Child (9-17 years)



£5 (Booked online £4.00)





Under-9s free

Family and season tickets available 

Car parking free

Party rates for pre-booked minibuses and a limited number of coaches by arrangement – contact the office (020 7381 3192) in advance.

Art in Action


Organiser: Jeremy Sinclair


96 Sedlescombe Road


London SW6 1RB
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Fax 020 7381 0605
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Organised by The School of Economic Science
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